The Birth of Jesus in the Redemption Story
A reading guide for the incarnation of Christ

In your hands is the Word of Scripture, here to remind you that Advent is a season of two
anticipations.
Our world is one of crash and jazz and noise and rattle and smoke, so said J. Gresham Machen
in 1929. Ours remains a weary age because it is a distracted, digital, multi-directional age.
Though led into the green pastures of life in the church, we are surrounded by the ringing
cacophony of the noise and distraction that is the year, 2022. Brian Rosner says that modern
societies are like oceans when they should be like rivers; “a river has a direction and carries you
along with the current, … in modern societies there is no current, we can choose to go any
direction, no direction, or to shift direction with every change of winds” (Known By God, 26).
Anticipations are all around us, competing for our focus and love and adoration. Advent is a
season of just two anticipations. These two open the world to every other holy anticipation.
These are the First Coming of Jesus and the Second Coming of Jesus. Both are promised by
God, delivered by God, and unfurled through space and time in the story of redemption.
This reading guide is meant to crowd out, if just for a moment, all other anticipations in your
heart. The one who has come, the One who will come again, is the Anticipation that has
defeated all those other anticipations. Use this guide to remember, re-live, and re-calibrate.
During the four weeks of Advent and the two weeks of Christmastide, listen closely to
anticipations worthy of your attention.
“What a wonder is it that two natures infinitely distant should be more intimately united than
anything in the world, and yet without any confusion! That the same person should have both a
glory and a grief; an infinite joy in the Deity, and an inexpressible sorrow in the humanity; that
a God upon a throne should be an infant in a cradle; the thundering Creator be a weeping babe
and a suffering man, are such expressions of mighty power, as well as condescending love, that
they astonish men upon earth, and angels in heaven” (Stephen Charnock, Discourse on the
Existence and Attributes of God, 150). Jesus has come. And He will come again.
“Does the road wind up-hill all the way? Yes, to the very end.” And “Shall I find comfort, travel
-sore and weak? … Will there be beds for me and all who seek? Yea, beds for all who
come” (Christina Rosetti, “Up-Hill”).

First Sunday of Advent | November 27, 2022
A Prayer for Advent
Almighty God, give us peace, that we may cast away the works of darkness, and put upon us
the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life (in which Your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us
in great humility); that in the last day when He shall come again in His glorious majesty to judge
both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal, through Him who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

The Promise of Defeat (Genesis 3.8-15)
...they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the
man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the
garden. But the Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” And he said, “I
heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.”
He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I
commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she
gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that
you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” The Lord God said to
the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you above all livestock and above all
beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I
will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he
shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”

In the Beginning (John 1.1-5)
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was
in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any
thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines
in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

The Defeater (Numbers 24.15-17)
The oracle of Balaam the son of Beor, the oracle of the man whose eye is opened, the oracle of
him who hears the words of God, and knows the knowledge of the Most High, who sees the
vision of the Almighty, falling down with his eyes uncovered: I see him, but not now; I behold
him, but not near: a star shall come out of Jacob, and a scepter shall rise out of Israel; it shall
crush the forehead of Moab and break down all the sons of Sheth.
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He Is Preeminent (Colossians 1.15-20)
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all things were
created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers
or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. And he is before all things,
and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. For in him
all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things,
whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.

The Sacrifice (Ephesians 1.7-10)
In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to
the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight making known to
us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan for
the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.

The Sacrificer (Genesis 3.20-21)
The man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all living. And the Lord
God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them.

Provision (Genesis 22.13-18)
And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a
thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering
instead of his son. So Abraham called the name of that place, “The Lord will provide”; as it is
said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.” And the angel of the Lord
called to Abraham a second time from heaven and said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the
Lord, because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will surely
bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is
on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, and in your offspring
shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.”

Gabriel Confronts Zechariah on the Day of Atonement (Luke 1.5-25)
In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, of the division of
Abijah. And he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. And they
were both righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and statutes of
the Lord. But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were advanced in
years. Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was on duty, according
to the custom of the priesthood, he was chosen by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and burn
incense. And the whole multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of incense.
And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of
incense. And Zechariah was troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon him. But the angel
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said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and your wife
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. And you will have joy and
gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great before the Lord. And he must
not drink wine or strong drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his
mother's womb. And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God, and he
will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the
children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a people
prepared.” And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and
my wife is advanced in years.” And the angel answered him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the
presence of God, and I was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. And behold,
you will be silent and unable to speak until the day that these things take place, because you
did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time.” And the people were waiting
for Zechariah, and they were wondering at his delay in the temple. And when he came out, he
was unable to speak to them, and they realized that he had seen a vision in the temple. And he
kept making signs to them and remained mute. And when his time of service was ended, he
went to his home. After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she kept
herself hidden, saying, “Thus the Lord has done for me in the days when he looked on me, to
take away my reproach among people.”

Isaiah’s Anticipation (Isaiah 40.1-11)
Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that
her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the LORD’s
hand double for all her sins. A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the
LORD; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and
every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough
places a plain. And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” A voice says, “Cry!” And I said, “What shall I
cry?” All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the
flower fades when the breath of the LORD blows on it; surely the people are grass. The grass
withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever. Go on up to a high
mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of
good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!” Behold, the Lord
God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; behold, his reward is with him, and his
recompense before him. He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his
arms; he will carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young.
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Second Sunday of Advent | December 4, 2022
A Prayer for Advent
Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning.
Grant us that we may in such away hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them;
that by patience and comfort of Your Holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast
the blessed hope of everlasting life, which You have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

Malachi’s Anticipation (Malachi 2.17-3.1)
You have wearied the LORD with your words. But you say, “How have we wearied him?” By
saying, “Everyone who does evil is good in the sight of the LORD, and he delights in them.” Or
by asking, “Where is the God of justice?” “Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare
the way before me. And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the
messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of
hosts.

There Is Only One (1 Corinthians 8.5-6)
For although there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as indeed there are many
“gods” and many “lords”— yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things
and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through
whom we exist.

The Days Are Coming (Jeremiah 23.5-6)
Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous
Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness
in the land. In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. And this is the name
by which he will be called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’

Gabriel Visits Mary (Luke 1.26-38)
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to
a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's
name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with
you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this
might be. And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with
God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name
Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give
to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of
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his kingdom there will be no end.” And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a
virgin?” And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of
the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son
of God. And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is
the sixth month with her who was called barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.”
And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.”
And the angel departed from her.

A Shoot Will Become a Branch (Isaiah 11.1-10)
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear
fruit. And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the
Lord. And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes
see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, but with righteousness he shall judge the
poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the
rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall
be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins. The wolf shall dwell with the
lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and the calf and the lion and the
fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze; their
young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall
play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s
den. They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the
knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand
as a signal for the peoples—of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be
glorious.

An Angel Visits Joseph (Matthew 1.18-25a)
Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy
Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved
to divorce her quietly. But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared
to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that
which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his
name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the
Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they
shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he
did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not until she had
given birth to a son.

The King Is Coming (Isaiah 7.10-16)
Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or
high as heaven.” But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.” And
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he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my
God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and
bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey when he knows
how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil
and choose the good [meaning, at a very young age], the land whose two kings you dread will
be deserted.

Mary Visits Elizabeth (Luke 1.39-56)
In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, and she
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. And when Elizabeth heard the greeting
of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, and she
exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your
womb! And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For
behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy.
And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her
from the Lord.” And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my
Savior, for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold, from now on all
generations will call me blessed; for he who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is
his name. And his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. He has
shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; he has
brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble estate; he has filled
the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty. He has helped his servant
Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his
offspring forever.” And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her
home.

Third Sunday of Advent | December 11, 2022
A Prayer for Advent
Lord, we ask You, give ear to our prayers and, by Your gracious visitation,
lighten the darkness of our hearts, by our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Mourning Will Be Turned to Joy (Jeremiah 31.7-17)
For thus says the LORD: “Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of
the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, ‘O LORD, save your people, the remnant of
Israel.’ Behold, I will bring them from the north country and gather them from the farthest
parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, the pregnant woman and she who is in
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labor, together; a great company, they shall return here. With weeping they shall come, and
with pleas for mercy I will lead them back, I will make them walk by brooks of water, in a
straight path in which they shall not stumble, for I am a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my
firstborn. “Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far
away; say, ‘He who scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd keeps his
flock.’ For the LORD has ransomed Jacob and has redeemed him from hands too strong for
him. They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant over the
goodness of the LORD, over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of the flock
and the herd; their life shall be like a watered garden, and they shall languish no more. Then
shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old shall be merry. I
will turn their mourning into joy; I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. I will
feast the soul of the priests with abundance, and my people shall be satisfied with my
goodness, declares the LORD.” Thus says the LORD: “A voice is heard in Ramah, lamentation
and bitter weeping. Rachel is weeping for her children; she refuses to be comforted for her
children, because they are no more.” Thus says the LORD: “Keep your voice from weeping, and
your eyes from tears, for there is a reward for your work, declares the LORD, and they shall
come back from the land of the enemy. There is hope for your future, declares the LORD, and
your children shall come back to their own country.

Behold, the Servant (Isaiah 42.1-4)
Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my Spirit
upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, or
make it heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not break, and a faintly burning wick he will
not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint or be discouraged till he
has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his law.

The Messenger Knows (John 1.6-13)
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness
about the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear
witness about the light. The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the
world. He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know
him. He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive
him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born,
not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

The Birth of John (Luke 1.57-80)
Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. And her neighbors and
relatives heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. And on
the eighth day they came to circumcise the child. And they would have called him Zechariah
after his father, but his mother answered, “No; he shall be called John.” And they said to her,
“None of your relatives is called by this name.” And they made signs to his father, inquiring
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what he wanted him to be called. And he asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is
John.” And they all wondered. And immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed,
and he spoke, blessing God. And fear came on all their neighbors. And all these things were
talked about through all the hill country of Judea, and all who heard them laid them up in their
hearts, saying, “What then will this child be?” For the hand of the Lord was with him. And his
father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying, “Blessed be the Lord
God of Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his people and has raised up a horn of salvation
for us in the house of his servant David, as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of
old, that we should be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us; to show
the mercy promised to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant, the oath that he swore
to our father Abraham, to grant us that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies,
might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. And you,
child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare his
ways, to give knowledge of salvation to his people in the forgiveness of their sins, because of
the tender mercy of our God, whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high to give light to
those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of
peace.” And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the
day of his public appearance to Israel.

Praise Above (Isaiah 6.1-3)
In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and
the train of his robe filled the temple. Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with
two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. And one called
to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!”

Jesus Is Born in Bethlehem (Luke 2.1-21; Matthew 1.25b)
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered.
This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be
registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house
and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while
they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for
them in the inn. And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch
over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were filled with fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for
behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you:
you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in
the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” When the angels went
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away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem
and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” And they went
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And when they saw it,
they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. And all who heard
it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these things,
pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all
they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. And at the end of eight days, when he was
circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the
womb. … And he called his name Jesus.

Rebellion Above (Revelation 12.1-6)
… a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her
feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. She was pregnant and was crying out in birth
pains and the agony of giving birth. And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great red
dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads seven diadems. His tail swept down
a third of the stars of heaven and cast them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the
woman who was about to give birth, so that when she bore her child he might devour it. She
gave birth to a male child, one who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron, but her child
was caught up to God and to his throne, and the woman fled into the wilderness, where she
has a place prepared by God, in which she is to be nourished for 1,260 days.

Word, Made Flesh (John 1.14-15)
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the
only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John bore witness about him, and cried out,
“This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before
me.’ ”)

Fourth Sunday of Advent | December 18, 2022
A Prayer for Advent
Lord, raise up, we pray, Your power, and come among us, and with great might help us.
Through our sins and wickedness, we are obstructed and hindered. In Your bountiful
grace and mercy, through the satisfaction of Your Son our Lord, You deliver us.
To Him, with You and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, world without end. Amen.
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O Bethlehem (Micah 5.1-5a)
Now muster your troops, O daughter of troops; siege is laid against us; with a rod they strike
the judge of Israel on the cheek. But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be
among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in
Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall give them up
until the time when she who is in labor has given birth; then the rest of his brothers shall
return to the people of Israel. And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the
LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall dwell secure, for now
he shall be great to the ends of the earth. And he shall be their peace.

God’s Plan (Galatians 4.1-7)
… the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, though he is the owner of
everything, but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by his father. In the same
way we also, when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world.
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under
the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.
And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba!
Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.

The Shepherd Will Rescue (Ezekiel 34.22-24)
I will rescue my flock; they shall no longer be a prey. And I will judge between sheep and
sheep. And I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he
shall feed them and be their shepherd. And I, the Lord, will be their God, and my servant David
shall be prince among them. I am the Lord; I have spoken.

Some Will Not Receive Him (John 1.9-13)
The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world,
and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his own,
and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who believed in his
name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will
of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

Flight to Egypt (Matthew 2.1-15)
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise
men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the
Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” When Herod the king
heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests
and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They told him,
“In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land
of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who
will shepherd my people Israel.’” Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained
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from them what time the star had appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and
search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may
come and worship him.” After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the
star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where
the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going into
the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him.
Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. And
being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another
way. Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream
and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell
you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” And he rose and took the child
and his mother by night and departed to Egypt and remained there until the death of Herod.
This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.”

Rejecting God’s Son (Psalm 2.1-12)
Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth set
themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord and against his Anointed,
saying, “Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away their cords from us.” He who sits in the
heavens laughs; the Lord holds them in derision. Then he will speak to them in his wrath, and
terrify them in his fury, saying, “As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my holy hill.” I will tell
of the decree: The Lord said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you. Ask of me, and
I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your possession. You shall
break them with a rod of iron and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.” Now therefore, O
kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers of the earth. Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with
trembling. Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, for his wrath is quickly
kindled. Blessed are all who take refuge in him.

The King’s Anger (Matthew 2.16-18)
Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he
sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old
or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. Then was fulfilled
what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: “A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud
lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be comforted, because they are no
more.”

The Child Will Not Be Neglected (Psalm 89.24-28)
My faithfulness and my steadfast love shall be with him, and in my name shall his horn be
exalted. I will set his hand on the sea and his right hand on the rivers. He shall cry to me, ‘You
are my Father, my God, and the Rock of my salvation.’ And I will make him the firstborn, the
highest of the kings of the earth. My steadfast love I will keep for him forever, and my covenant
will stand firm for him.
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The Son’s Humility (Philippians 2.1-8)
So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the
Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the
same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit,
but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to
his own interests, but also to the interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves, which
is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with
God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in
the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.

Egypt to Nazareth (Matthew 2.19-23; Luke 2.39-40)
… when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt,
saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought
the child's life are dead.” And he rose and took the child and his mother and went to the land of
Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod,
he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee.
And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets might be
fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.” And when they had performed everything according
to the Law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. And the child
grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him.

Christmas Day | December 25, 2022
A Prayer for Christmas Day
Almighty God, You have given us Your only begotten Son to take our nature upon Himself,
and this day to be born of a pure virgin. Grant that we, being regenerate and made Your children
by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by Your Holy Spirit, through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, world without end. Amen.

The Child Returns (Hosea 11.1-4)
When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son. The more they were
called, the more they went away; they kept sacrificing to the Baals and burning offerings to
idols. Yet it was I who taught Ephraim to walk; I took them up by their arms, but they did not
know that I healed them. I led them with cords of kindness, with the bands of love, and I
became to them as one who eases the yoke on their jaws, and I bent down to them and fed
them.
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The Blessing Foretold (Isaiah 19.19-25)
In that day there will be an altar to the Lord in the midst of the land of Egypt, and a pillar to
the Lord at its border. It will be a sign and a witness to the Lord of hosts in the land of Egypt.
When they cry to the Lord because of oppressors, he will send them a savior and defender, and
deliver them. And the Lord will make himself known to the Egyptians, and the Egyptians will
know the Lord in that day and worship with sacrifice and offering, and they will make vows to
the Lord and perform them. And the Lord will strike Egypt, striking and healing, and they will
return to the Lord, and he will listen to their pleas for mercy and heal them. In that day there
will be a highway from Egypt to Assyria, and Assyria will come into Egypt, and Egypt into
Assyria, and the Egyptians will worship with the Assyrians. In that day Israel will be the third
with Egypt and Assyria, a blessing in the midst of the earth, whom the Lord of hosts has
blessed, saying, “Blessed be Egypt my people, and Assyria the work of my hands, and Israel my
inheritance.”

The King from Galilee (Isaiah 9.1-7)
But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought into
contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made
glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. The people who
walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on
them has light shined. You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice
before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. For the yoke
of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on
the day of Midian. For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment
rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government
and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it
and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The
zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

After 40 Days (Luke 2.22-24)
And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought
him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every
male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) and to offer a sacrifice
according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.”

Poverty With a Purpose (2 Corinthians 8.1-2,7-9)
We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the
churches of Macedonia, for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their
extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. But as you excel in
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everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for you—see
that you excel in this act of grace also. I say this not as a command, but to prove by the
earnestness of others that your love also is genuine. For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty
might become rich.

King David’s King (Hebrews 10.5-10; Psalm 40.6-8)
Consequently, when Christ came into the world, [God] said, “Sacrifices and offerings you have
not desired, but a body have you prepared for me; in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have
taken no pleasure. Then I [King David] said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, as it
is written of me in the scroll of the book.’ ” When he said above, “You have neither desired nor
taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are
offered according to the law), then he added, “Behold, I have come to do your will.” He does
away with the first in order to establish the second. And by that will we have been sanctified
through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

My Eyes Have Seen (Luke 2.25-39)
Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and
devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it had been
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's
Christ. And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child
Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, he took him up in his arms and
blessed God and said, “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to
your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation that you have prepared in the presence of all
peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” And his
father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. And Simeon blessed them and said
to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and
for a sign that is opposed (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that
thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter
of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband
seven years from when she was a virgin, and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did
not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. And coming up
at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting
for the redemption of Jerusalem.
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The First Sunday After Christmas | January 1, 2023
A Prayer for the First Sunday After Christmas Day
Almighty God, You have given us Your only begotten Son to take our nature upon Himself.
Grant that we, being regenerate and made Your children by adoption and grace,
may daily be renewed by Your Holy Spirit, through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, world without end. Amen.

They Will One Day Know (Isaiah 49.1-7)
Listen to me, O coastlands, and give attention, you peoples from afar. The Lord called me from
the womb, from the body of my mother he named my name. He made my mouth like a sharp
sword; in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me a polished arrow; in his quiver he hid
me away. And he said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” But I
said, “I have labored in vain; I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my
right is with the Lord, and my recompense with my God.” And now the Lord says, he who
formed me from the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him; and that Israel might
be gathered to him—for I am honored in the eyes of the Lord, and my God has become my
strength—he says: “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of
Jacob and to bring back the preserved of Israel; I will make you as a light for the nations, that
my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” Thus says the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel
and his Holy One, to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nation, the servant of rulers: “Kings
shall see and arise; princes, and they shall prostrate themselves; because of the Lord, who is
faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”

King David Knows (Psalm 8.1-9)
O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your glory above the
heavens. Out of the mouth of babies and infants, you have established strength because of your
foes, to still the enemy and the avenger. When I look at your heavens, the work of your
fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, what is man that you are mindful
of him, and the son of man that you care for him? Yet you have made him a little lower than
the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honor. You have given him dominion over
the works of your hands; you have put all things under his feet, all sheep and oxen, and also the
beasts of the field, the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the
paths of the seas. O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!
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Our King (Zechariah 9.9-10)
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is
coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a
colt, the foal of a donkey. I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from
Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall speak peace to the nations; his rule
shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth.

Jesus as a Young Man (Luke 2.41-52)
Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. And when he was
twelve years old, they went up according to custom. And when the feast was ended, as they
were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, but
supposing him to be in the group they went a day's journey, but then they began to search for
him among their relatives and acquaintances, and when they did not find him, they returned to
Jerusalem, searching for him. After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the
teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. And all who heard him were amazed at
his understanding and his answers. And when his parents saw him, they were astonished. And
his mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been
searching for you in great distress.” And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did
you not know that I must be in my Father's house?” And they did not understand the saying
that he spoke to them. And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was
submissive to them. And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart. And Jesus
increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man.

Our Prophet (Deuteronomy 18.15-19)
“The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your
brothers—it is to him you shall listen— just as you desired of the Lord your God at Horeb on
the day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the Lord my God or
see this great fire any more, lest I die.’ And the Lord said to me, ‘They are right in what they
have spoken. I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will
put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him. And whoever
will not listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, I myself will require it of him.

Our Joy (1 John 1.1-4)
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes,
which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life the life
was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life,
which was with the Father and was made manifest to us—that which we have seen and heard
we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our
fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. And we are writing these things so
that our joy may be complete.
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Our Need (1 Timothy 1.15)
The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost.

Our Priest (Hebrews 2.14-18)
Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same
things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the
devil, and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. For surely
it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham. Therefore he had to be
made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high
priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. For because he
himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.

The Second Sunday After Christmas | January 8, 2023
He Is Our Atonement (Isaiah 53.1-12)
Who has believed what he has heard from us? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been
revealed? For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he
had no form or majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty that we should desire
him. He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and as
one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he has
borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and
afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon
him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. All we
like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; and the Lord has laid
on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his
mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is
silent, so he opened not his mouth. By oppression and judgment he was taken away; and as for
his generation, who considered that he was cut off out of the land of the living, stricken for the
transgression of my people? And they made his grave with the wicked and with a rich man in
his death, although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth. Yet it was
the will of the Lord to crush him; he has put him to grief; when his soul makes an offering for
guilt, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of the Lord shall prosper in
his hand. Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the
righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their
iniquities. Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, and he shall divide the spoil
with the strong, because he poured out his soul to death and was numbered with the
transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and makes intercession for the transgressors.
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Recall His Original Purpose (Genesis 1.26-31)
Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the
earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” So God created man in his own
image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. And God blessed
them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and
subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and
over every living thing that moves on the earth.” And God said, “Behold, I have given you every
plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You
shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every
green plant for food.” And it was so. And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it
was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

Restoration (Ephesians 2.8-10)
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of
God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

We Respond (2 Corinthians 9.15)
Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift!

And We Sing (1 Timothy 3.16)
Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness: He was manifested in the
flesh, vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the
world, taken up in glory.

With Others (Revelation 5.1-14)
Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a scroll written within and
on the back, sealed with seven seals. And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice,
“Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?” And no one in heaven or on earth or
under the earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it, and I began to weep loudly
because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it. And one of the elders
said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has
conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.” And between the throne and the
four living creatures and among the elders I saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain,
with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the
earth. And he went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who was seated on the
throne. And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders
fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the
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prayers of the saints. And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll and
to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from
every tribe and language and people and nation, and you have made them a kingdom and
priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth.” Then I looked, and I heard around the
throne and the living creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of
myriads and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was
slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and
blessing!” And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the
sea, and all that is in them, saying, “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing
and honor and glory and might forever and ever!” And the four living creatures said, “Amen!”
and the elders fell down and worshiped.

God’s Plan (1 Peter 1.20)
He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last times
for the sake of you who through him are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and
gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.

The One Who Conquers (Revelation 21.1-7)
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from
the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them,
and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away
every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor
crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” And he who was seated on
the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for
these words are trustworthy and true.” And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life
without payment. The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he
will be my son.
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